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	Working Group / Remit
	Membership
	Start / End Date
	Update on progress

	Access to health and social care by people with a sensory impairment

To identify actions to address issues facing people who are deaf or have a visual impairment in accessing health and social care services. 
	Host – Danielle Pope 

Debra Deans (Redcar LINk)

LINk – Lee O’Brian (Action for Blind People)
Verity Joyce (Communicate & Empower)

Gill Marshall (Middlesbrough Deaf Centre)

John Simpson (Redcar LINk)

Jenny Shepherd 
Tripa Puri

Claire Balmforth


	November 2009 – November 2010
	· Joint working group with Redcar & Cleveland LINk.  

· Host staff to engage with younger individuals from the blind and partially sighted community. It was felt although the information was useful from Teesside Society for the Blind it wasn’t representative.

· Redcar Host to draft a letter to PCT in support of the TAG event and to Teesside University asking what they did for deaf students. 



	Use and Abuse of the Blue Badge Scheme  in Middleborough
To investigate the current use/abuse of the Blue Badge Disabled Parking Scheme within Middlesbrough and make recommendations.

	Host – Anne Frizell 

LINk – Eric Chambers
Gail Chester

Craig Duerden

Jenny Shepherd
	October 2008 – December 2009
	· Report published December 2009

· Group to reconvene in September 2010 to discuss and assess developments.

	Disability Training Working Group 

To identify current staff training for workers in social care (dementia care) and understand why the public do not feel that the training is effective.


	Host – Rukhsana Rauf

LINk – Eric Chambers
Marie Chambers

Frances Foggin

Richard Bradshaw

Jenny Shepherd

Christine Brown


	November 2009 - 
	· Working Group struggling to find direction.
· If no clear direction found, group to disband.

	Falls – action to reduce in community/ hospital/ care homes

To understand the incidence of falls in the Borough, which groups of people are most at risk and what action is being taken to prevent falls or reduce their effect?
	Host – Anne Frizell 

LINk - Marie Chambers

Eric Chambers

Pat Davies 

Jenny Shepherd

Julie Irwin
	January 2010
	· Work continues, again increased membership involving statutory bodies in fact finding and partnership working (Council and South Tees Trust)
· The group to focus on over 65s because this is the group that is most badly affected by falls.

· Core Group agreed to support letter to be sent to OSC (Environment) asking for review of criteria for allocating grit bins

	Involvement of younger people

Working with younger people to try and identify health/social care issues affecting them.  

	Host – Danielle Pope  

LINk – William Meli
	April 2010 - 
	· Host working with group of younger people.  

· Once issues identified, group will start investigating, working with partners to develop a report with recommendations for changes.

	Mental Health

To develop a proposal for a LINks working group on a mental health topic that is important to the people of Middlesbrough and is relevant to current service developments.
Partnership working with Middlesbrough Council and PCT who are also looking at these issues.
	Host – Rukhsana Rauf

LINk – Lol Butterfield

Selina Munsha

William Meli

Agma Malakak

Frances Foggin

Tracy Yates

Catherine Haigh

Nilam Kaur

Julia Page-Gibson John Stevens

Dawn Downey

Carl Cummings

Richard Bradshaw

Sally Hughes 
Sue Sinclair

	March 2010
	· Issues surrounding GP engagement with patients with mental health issues identified

· Scoping exercise carried out – lack of research
· Barriers identified include:

·  communication (language)

· Lack of understanding of background and culture

· Level of training/understanding of some GP’s in mental health issues eg BME women unable to discuss issues with male GP’s
· Core Group agreed to support the development of a questionnaire (if needed) to get further information from general public



	Personalisation Agenda
Work with Middlesbrough Council and PCT to ensure individuals are central and can organise own packages when needed without going through professionals


	Host – Anne Frizell 

LINk - Christine Brown

Catherine Haigh

Eric Chambers
William Meli

	March 2010
	· Core Group supports themed open event to be arranged for 16th September.

· More members needed.


	Publicity Working Group 

To ensure Middlesbrough LINk receives maximum publicity and raises awareness of the Link to all the different communities within Middlesbrough
	Host – Danielle Pope 

LINk – Catherine Haigh
Jenny Shepherd

Carl Cummings


	
	· New publicity material received 
· Next newsletter due July 2010 – members are asked to contribute information for inclusion
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