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Core Group
15th December 2010
Broadcasting House
Present: Catherine Haigh (Chair), Heather Murray, Eric Chambers, Frances Foggin, Jane Booth, Jenny Shepherd, Carl Cummings (Vice Chair), Stephen Nuttall, Kevin McConnell, Christine Brown.
In attendance: Chris Walker (Middlesbrough Council)

Host Staff: Anne Frizell, Danielle Pope, Rukhsana Rauf, Joanna Bailey.
Apologies: Phil Robinson (Middlesbrough Council).
	Agenda Item
	Discussion in bullet points

	1. Welcome, Introduction & Apologies
	

	2. Minutes of Previous Meeting
	Previous minutes agreed by all.


	3. Open Themed Events & LINk Core Group Meetings
	This years events have been very successful especially the Personal Budget event.
The Carer’s event that was to be held jointly with Middlesbrough Council was cancelled due to the weather.  Middlesbrough LINk plan to hold an event in new year, (date later agreed as 27th January 2011).
The following meeting dates were agreed by all:

Open Events

Core Group Meetings

Thursday pm January 27th 2011 – Carers 

Thursday 24th March 2011

Theme to be agreed

Monday 21st February 2011 

2-4pm

Thursday 12th May 2011 

Evening (including AGM)

Other dates to be set when we know of funding.



	4. Reports & Information to be agreed / discussed
	Middlesbrough LINk has been asked to sign up to a new working agreement with the PCT.  We have been working with the current agreement for just over a year. The group all agreed not to sign a new agreement and to keep working with the current one.
The LINk has been asked if there are any members who would be interested in joining a Local Area Coordination Board. The person would have to live in the designated areas within Park End, North Ormesby or Netherfields. If any members are interested or know of anyone who might be interested please contact the Host for further information.

	5. Finance Report
	The latest Finance report was circulated amongst the group. The group were informed that money can be moved from one area to another if needed. The group all agreed to move £3,000.00 from the Training budget into the Publicity & Marketing budget and an additional £2,000.00 from the Training budget into the Events budget.
Kevin advised that there is a sub group in Thornaby who provide training which may possibly be useful to the LINk and will forward the details to the Host.

	6. Work Plan / Reports from Working Groups
	Falls – A draft report was circulated amongst the group. Following minor amendments the draft will be sent to Middlesbrough Council for comments which will then be attached to the report.
Mental Health – The last meeting was cancelled twice due to the weather. A report for GP’s regarding the services they provide is in draft form and will be taken to the next meeting for approval by the group. The first Crisis Event that was aimed at service users was very good at identifying issues and what needs to be done to improve the service. From the event a working group has been formed and is due to hold its initial meeting on Monday 24th January 2011.
Carers – The Carers group has temporarily merged with the Personal Budgets group due to a cross over of issues. Jane Booth is now the Chair for this group.

Sensory Impairment – A draft report has gone out to members with a number of recommendations suggested. These will be taken into account and added to the draft which will be sent out again for comments before being submitted to the Core Group.

Publicity – The group were informed that the Health Watch edition of the newsletter is being replaced with an edition of summaries of the LINk’s current Working Groups. Contact details for Patient Advice and Liaison Services (PALS) as well as NHS Choices will also be included in the newsletter.
Strategy – This group is quite practical and enables the LINk to respond quickly to survey’s etc. The Enter and View Policy has been updated to ensure that any Enter & Views that are carried out in Middlesbrough are conducted by Middlesbrough LINk members only. All agreed to the updated Enter & View policy. 
Steve Wilkinson attended the last Strategy meeting and is trying his best to keep the LINk up to date with KPI’s.

Core Group members are invited to the Strategy group meeting on January 19th at 2pm in Broadcasting House to discuss the finding from the 360 feedback.


	7. Reports from Members
	Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults - Carl advised the group that he is now the Chair of Teeswide Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults Board. They are currently looking into how they can work together with the Fire Brigade, Police etc to offer a better service.
South Tees Trust Governors Meeting – The latest report was circulated amongst the group. A summary of the South Tees Trust Performance report is to be sent to the group by the Host.

LINk/South Tees Trust Meeting – A sign post system was supposed to be developed to make sure LINk members had access to information. It was agrred that a letter is to be sent from the LINk voicing concerns.

Middlesbrough & Redcar & Cleveland Community Services – This meeting was cancelled due to the weather.

Regional and Sub Regional Chairs Meeting – The Sub Regional Meeting was cancelled. The Regional meeting was a discussion regarding Health Watch. They were also asked to nominate a Chair and Vice Chair to meet with officials and there will be a meeting next week to decide who it will be.
Patient & Public Communication & Engagement Committee – The LINk has been informed that this group is no longer being continued due to lack of funding. 

NE Ambulance Trust – The LINk has not aware of any issues with the Ambulance Service at this time.


	8. LINk/Host Update
	Outreach reports were sent to Core Group members prior to the meeting.
A copy of the LINk Host update was circulated amongst the group and they were advised to inform the Host if they wanted a copy of any of the papers listed.

	9. Any other business
	N/A
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**Next Meeting Monday 21st February 2pm at Broadcasting House**
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