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Core Group
11th April 2011
Broadcasting House
Present: Catherine Haigh (Chair), Eric Chambers, Jenny Shepherd, Jane Booth, Frances Foggin,
Host Staff: Anne Frizell, Rukhsana Rauf, Sameena Khaliq..
Apologies: Stephen Nuttall, Marie Chambers, Christine Brown, Carl Cummings, Danielle Pope.
	Agenda Item
	Discussion in bullet points

	1. Welcome, Introduction & Apologies
	Anne reported on the staff changes with the reduction in funding for 2011/12.  The Carers Federation have retained the contract for the coming year (to March 2012).  During this current year the contract will be out to tender.  Rukhsana will be leaving at the end of May and the admin workers hours have been reduced from 30 to 20 hours.  Anne introduced Sam who has started today as a temporary admin worker.


	2. Minutes of Previous Meeting
	Re. Training provider suggested at December Core Group.  Following today’s meeting Anne checked information received and would advise the provider does not appear to offer training relevant to members,
Response has been received from Council re 360 Feedback.  Action - Letter to be circulated to members.  

Correction – Regional and Sub regional Chairs meeting – Catherine is the substitute representative on the DH meetings group not vice chair.

LINk development day – Karen Foy is able to stay longer and as a result Host have invited Council reps etc to the end of this meeting.

Previous minutes agreed by all.


	3. Finance report
	Noted


	4. Children’s Heart Services
	After discussion members felt they could support either options A-C but could not support Option D as this did not include Newcastle.
Action – letter to be sent giving members views.



	5. Work Plan / Reports from Working Groups
	Sensory Impairment - The draft report has been out for consultation and the group has now agreed this.  The report is waiting to be printed.  They hope to hold a launch event (jointly with Redcar and Stockton LINks) in September, if agreed by members. Next meeting 4th July 2011.
Mental Health – The Access to GP’s Services report is out for consultation.  Comments to be received by 2nd May and group meeting 11th May. 
Crisis – Joint event with the Trust regarding the Crisis Team on Wednesday 9th March 2 – 4pm at the MTLC was very positive with themed issues coming from this.  Next group meeting 11 May 2011, Next regional crisis meeting 27th April in Darlington at 2pm.  
Patient Experience Strategy discussed and agreed to send letter re concerns over this ie lack of patient involvement and short time to respond.

Agreed – Middlesbrough LINK to respond.

Carers/Personal Budgets – Group had a presentation from PCT re Personal Health Budgets.  Group have now agreed that first approach to be made to contact Patient Groups and to try and engage with GP’s and practice managers through this.
TEWV Carers Strategy discussed and agreed to send letter with comments.

Action – letter to be sent (Agreed)

LINk understands there is currently a push to get people with mental health issues to take up personal budgets.  Mental Health North East are doing research into this area.  Memebrs expressed concern regarding independent advocacy services and what would happen if/when these are reduced.
Communication – Newsletter now available.  AGM is booked for 12th May.  Action -  All members asked to publicise both.
Strategy – LINk development day was successful and have agreed to hold a second session 19th May.  Council had attended part of the last Strategy meeting to hear feedback and had asked to attend the next session.  Group had agreed to invite council to the last part of this day in order to feedback on progress.  Flip chart notes circulated.
Action - Healthwatch Transition Plan to be circulated to JS/FF/CH (copies given at end of meeting)
Blue Badge Some responses received.  Group to meet to discuss and feedback.

Falls – The report ready and sent out.  Extra copies available in the office.  Action -  Members asked to circulate eg GP’s etc.
QA – Middlesbrough LINk along with North Yorks LINk and Redcar and Cleveland LINk responses sent to the Trust. Copy circulated along with information received from Jenny Shepherd (See Governors report).  Action - North Yorkshire and Redcar reps to be invited to QA meeting 5th May 10.30am at Broadcasting House.
TEWV QA also expected – agreed this would be taken to Mental Health Group for them to discuss and respond.


	6. Reports from Members
	Older Peoples Health and Well Being Event.  (Frances Foggin) Carr Gomm doing a number of events for dementia event in June 13-19th.   Concern over lack of support for people with type of dementia as a result of strokes and for those suffering from depression.

Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults – no report received.  Policy has been signed.
South Tees Trust Governors Meeting – report circulated with papers.  Follow up report from QA circulated at meeting.  JS spoke to this.
LINk/South Tees Trust Meeting – Meeting 10th March was cancelled by Trust, next meeting due 20th April.
Middlesbrough & Redcar and Cleveland Community Services –The next meeting is at 2pm 19th April.

Regional and Sub Regional Chairs Meeting – Catherine informed the group have discussed Children’s Heart services.
Regional LINk worker post (Stephen Wilkinson) has now finished.  Hartlepool Host will represent all hosts at national HW meetings.  Various training courses have been arranged.
Regional Mental Health Forum reported that most of the LA are not user/carer involvement focused.


	7. LINk/Host Update
	Outreach reports were sent to Core Group members prior to the meeting.


	8. Any Other Business
	Host staff left the meeting as members wanted to discuss a private matter.


	Action
	By whom
	Date

	Anne to chase up Kevin re training
	Anne Frizell
	ASAP

	Response has been received from Council re 360 Feedback - Letter to be circulated to members
	Anne Frizell
	ASAP

	Letter to be sent giving members views regarding Children’s Heart Services
	Anne Frizell
	ASAP

	Patient Experience Strategy letter
	Rukhsana Rauf

	18/04/11

	Letter to be sent in response to TEWV Carers Strategy 
	Danielle Pope
	ASAP

	To publicise AGM and distribute newsletters
	All
	ASAP

	Healthwatch Transition Plan to be circulated to JS/FF/CH
	Anne Frizell
	11/04/11

	To distribute Falls report
	All
	ASAP

	To invite North Yorkshire and Redcar reps to QA meeting 5th May 10.30am at Broadcasting House.
	Anne Frizell
	ASAP


**Next Meeting AGM Thursday 12th May 5pm at Trinity Centre**
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