Middlesbrough LINk Working Group – Blue Badge Scheme

19th January 2009
Present: 
Jenny Shepherd, Bob MacMillan, Craig Duerden, Brian Robinson, Eric Chambers
Anne Frizell, Wendy Black.  

Barbara Campbell (PCT) in attendance 
Apologies: 


Purpose of the investigation:  To describe the current use of the blue badge disabled parking scheme within Middlesbrough and make recommendations.
	Action
	By whom
	Progress

	1. Identify the number of badges currently being used.

How – ask the LA for the numbers of badges issued / reissued last year.  Ask also what criteria are used for providing badges to organisations that transport disabled people and how they ensure they are not misused. Ask how many badges are returned because they are no longer needed and how many are reported stolen.  Consider whether to ask other Boroughs similar questions as Middlesbrough is a centre for the area.


	Anne Frizell

Jenny Shepherd


	No reply from Middlesbrough Council – copy letter to be sent to Chris Walker. 

New letter to be sent to council


	2. Identify current enforcement measures.

How – ask the Parking Solutions/Local Authority how many prosecutions have there been for misuse of badges and what were the penalties. ( ? fines up to £1000).  Ask the police how many times have police/ traffic wardens ask to inspect badges and check identity.


	
	As above
Erimus housing had written to Mayor regarding parking difficulties – copy of letter to be circulated. 

	3. Identify how many dedicated spaces are available for badge users.
How – ask the LA how many spaces they have.

· ask Supermarkets (Morrison’s/ Tesco/ Sainsbury??) how many spaces are available for users ( and ask how they enforce proper usage)

· ask South Tees Trust how many spaces are dedicated to blue badge holders at James Cook University hospital and how they monitor usage given that the badge has to be taken into the hospital.

· ask Middlesbrough PCT how many spaces are dedicated for users of GP practices and how the usage is monitored.


	Jenny Shepherd
Jenny Shepherd

Jenny Shepherd

Barbara Campbell
	No contact from Karl Sheldon.  Group to moved ahead and write to supermarkets requesting information.
Reply circulated – group to consider follow-up

Letter received 5th January – circulated
Barbara Campbell give information.  As a result of LINk letter PCT is now reviewing their parking provision.

PCT do not control parking at GP practices – Barbara Campbell to send up to date contact list for all GP’s

	4. Ask Blue Badge holders for their experiences.

How – contact disability groups and ask for views – including spinal injuries ward / Erimus residents disability group etc etc.  Consider a questionnaire asking for what problems have been encountered / where the hot spots are and what could be done.

Need to agree return/cut off date for return of questionnaire


	Craig Duerden

All

All
	Draft questionnaire previously circulated.  Members asked to send further comments by 23rd January.



Next meeting prior to LINk meeting 9th February at 1pm - Trinity Centre

