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Middlesbrough Local Involvement Network (LINk) Meeting

10th August 2009

2pm-4pm

The Trinity Centre, James Street, North Ormesby TS3 6LD 

Present:
Jenny Shepherd 

UNITE Mediation Ltd 



Rukhsana Siddique

Stockton International Family Centre
Eric Chambers                     
Physical Disability Reference Group
Christine Brown

Tees Valley Social Care and Health Alliance
Craig Duerden


MVDA
Jon Gouder
Action for Blind People (in place of Sharon Meadows)

Joanne Cole
Middlesbrough Community Network


Anne Frizell


Host Staff
	
	Decision / Action
	By whom & date

	1. Welcome & Introduction


	
	

	2. Presentation.
Vulnerable Adults (Awareness Raising) Christine Brown, Tees Valley Social Care & Health Alliance


	Christine gave an outline of the situation regarding vulnerable adults focusing on the Teesside area.  There is no one piece of legislation covering this and it is felt that the No Secrets Guidance will remain as guidance only.
Teesside came together (Teeswide) to develop a multi agency approach to safeguarding adults and have developed a procedure (copies circulated).  It is recognised that anyone can be a victim of abuse and often confidentiality (professional) hampers investigations or the person cared for is afraid of losing their care if reported.

The most common type of abuse is financial, stealing money/food/keeping change or control of finances.

Social Services Adult Protection Co-ordinator - Mike Sharman – to be invited to a future meeting.
Cleveland Police contact - Ian Hudson

The new Mental Capacity Act now in force creating a ‘Lasting Power of Attorney’ – people advised to nominate person sooner rather than leave it until too late. 

The group thanked Christine for her time and informative presentation.


	Core Group

	3. Apologies
	Danielle Pope (Host Staff)

	

	4. Minutes of last Meeting held on 13th July

	Work Plan (Item No 6)

Correction – to include proposals for the investigation into training of health & social care workers in disability issues.
Core group also agreed that this working group be the first to undertake Enter & View Training.

Agreed as a true record with above amendments

	

	5. Matters arising. (not already on the agenda)

	Letter of thanks has been sent to Bob McMillan
Copies of Code of Conduct re-circulated 

Request for Core Group member to be substitute at Patient & Public Engagement Committee meetings – Eric Chambers volunteered for this.
PCT to be notified
PCT request (Item No 8) for representative to take part in GP selection.  Due to lateness of request Eric Chambers had been unable to take part in this due to other commitments.
PCT request to review/change Protocol.  To be invited to next meeting


	Host staff
Host staff

September 14th


	6. Work Plan
	Agreed revised work plan (No.5)

	All

	7. Regional Conference 


	Member’s comments on day – rather boring, only one young person there.

Proposal for Regional Group – members felt there wasn’t a real debate, more a foregone conclusion that it would happen and that not everyone understood what was being asked.

The decision is left for each LINk to decide whether to support/join a regional group.

Agreed: to support sub-regional group (Hartlepool, Stockton, Redcar, Darlington and North Yorkshire).  To monitor developments in North East and decide at a later date.
	

	8. Joint Strategic Needs Assessment

	Craig had asked for this item to be added to agenda following a request from the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment Group (JSNA) for LINk involvement.

Following a government decision 3 years ago to try and standardise the commissioning of health and social care to meet local needs, all local areas undertook a Joint Strategic Needs Assessment.  The local authority and PCT had to produce a document which also reflected the needs of local people.

The Steering Group of the JSNA (Heads of Services) are asking for the LINk to become involved with this group to support community involvement.

From September a consultation will take place with local community organisations on where their priorities should be.

Agreed – JSNA group member to be invited to next LINk meeting to discuss how LINk can be involved in consultation


	

	9. National Audit Office

	All LINks had been asked to respond to a questionnaire ‘Tackling health inequalities in areas with the worst health and deprivation’  
Members discussed and completed document, to be returned by emailed.


	Host staff

	10. Reports from Members

	a. Representing LINk on outside bodies
No reports received

b. Other interest groups

Beacon Awards
Eric circulated papers and report from this event, copy of his report to be circulated with papers from today’s meeting.
Carers Strategy for Middlesbrough 2009 – 2018  details available on council website

Richard Pink (Community Unit Social Services) to be invited to future meeting.
	Host / Office

Core Group


	11. Link Host update.


	Middlesbrough LINk Finances
LINk figures for June circulated

List of information (attached to minutes)
NALM – reply received from Department of Health which does not recognise NALM as representing LINKs.

Agreed – to not enter into further discussions with NALM

The Big Care Debate – Christine Brown attending and will report back to group.

Report from meeting with Deborah Jenkins (Chair) South Tees Hospital NHS Foundation Trust – circulated.

	Christine Brown


	12. Any other business


	
	

	13. 360 Stakeholder Feedback


	Still waiting for response from Council 

Deferred until council response is received

	

	
	Following items discussed in this meeting 

PCT be invited to next meeting to discuss:

· Protocol changes

· Out of Hours provision 

JSNA Steering Group member – to discuss how LINk can be involved in consultation.

	Host staff/PCT


Next meeting – 14th September, 2pm at the Trinity Centre, North Ormesby
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