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Core Group
20th July 2011
Broadcasting House
Present:  
Catherine Haigh (Chair), Frances Foggin, Jenny Shepherd, Carl Cummings, Elaine Durose, Eric Chambers

Host Staff: 
Anne Frizell, Danielle Pope
Apologies: 
Marie Chambers, Jane Booth
	Discussion 
	Action by / Date

	1. Welcome Introduction & Apologies 

Catherine asked for an additional item to be added to the agenda following an invitation for members to facilitate one of the five proposed workshops at a Middlesbrough Partnership event on 26th July.  The focus of three workshops will be Healthwatch:
· What processes do we already have in place for ‘influencing, advocacy, shaping services’ and how do they do this?   
· How can these be brought together as part of the new HealthWatch Framework? 
· What are the gaps?
The other two HealthWatch workshops will be facilitated by Stephen Wilkinson and Edward Kunonga.

Middlesbrough LINk had requested that they be invited to deliver a presentation outlining the work and ideas they have already developed regarding HealthWatch.  This has, to date, not received a response.  Members generally felt agreved that they were not been included nor their expertise and knowledge appreciated by the Council.  

Following the Strategy Meeting (27th June) a letter had been sent to Edward Kunonga expressing the LINk’s feelings at the lack of inclusion by the Council in Healthwatch development.   Edward Kunonga had agreed at the meeting between the LINk Chair and himself that the LINk would be included.  No formal response has been received.  Members felt disengaged from the process as they continued to be sidelined by the Council.

Agreed that the LINk would facilitate one of the workshops.  However members also request that they are able to give a presentation prior to the workshops giving all those present an opportunity to understand the work and vision already developed by the LINk.  
In addition agreed that a further letter to be sent to Middlesbrough Council (Mike Robinson, Director of Social Services cc. Edward Kunonga) expressing their strong disappointment that they were not involved or engaged, to the point of blanking members.  They would also formally request Middlesbrough Council explain how they intended to evolve the LINk into HealthWatch if they are not engaging with the Link.
Agreed to add item to agenda (AOB), should Chris Walker come to the end of meeting.
	Chair

Chair

	2. Minutes of Last Meeting and Matters Arising 
Minutes agreed (with spelling corrections)
Agreed to include thanks to Rukhsana in next newsletter

Annual Report has been sent as required

Press release was sent out
	

	3. Work Plan / Reports from Working Groups 

Papers already circulated with Core Group papers.

Members invited to add any comments or additional information

a) Blue Badge Scheme
Next meeting 15th August 10.30am 
b) Carers – Frances Foggin to be added to members of this group
c) Communication and Engagement Group

d) Mental Health -  Crisis Group rearranging group set up to ensure different areas of work can be fully covered.
e) Personal Budgets – date rearranged to 2pm 23rd August.  Date to be sent to all members.
f) Sensory Impairment (with Redcar and Stockton LINK)

g) Strategy Group

Papers and information noted.

Members agreed that Strategy Group should review work plans and identify any gaps or other areas (linking to JSNA).  Members asked to send any comments/ideas to Host team for inclusion in the discussion.  

Catherine Haigh and Jane Booth working with Council to look at how to engage with more people with mental health issues.  Reports that many are being refused personal budgets.


	Host
All / Strtategy Group

Catherine Haigh and Jane Booth

	4. Reports from members 
a) Representing LINk on outside bodies / meetings attended
i. Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults Board (Carl Cummings)
· Meeting with Mick Walker (Manager).
· Looking at working across Tees looking at ambulance services

· Carl to attend NE Ambulance Trust meeting

· All working well

ii. South Tees Trust Governors Meetings (Jenny Shepherd)
Written report from South Tees Trust AGM received earlier today circulated 

· Noted that residents from Middlesbourgh are admitted to hospitals as emergencies more than any other area.  This includes admittance to wards and A&E.
iii. LINK/ South Tees Trust meeting (Catherine Haigh)
· No meetings taken place since last Core Group
iv. Community Services Reference Group

(Jenny Shepherd/Frances Foggin/Host)
· Presentation had been given by Victoria Head on breast feeding.

· Middlesbrough has second worst rate in country.  
· Host to ask Redcar LINk for copy of report 

v. Regional and Sub-regional Chairs Meeting (Catherine Haigh)
· Neither Chair nor Vice Chair were able to attend meeting last week.  Report will be given when available
b) Members representing other organisations on the LINk
i.   Middlesbrough Physical Disabilities Forum 
· Eric had been unable to attend their last meeting
ii. Middlesbrough Voluntary Development Agency (Jane Booth)
· No report
iii. Unite Mediation (Jenny Shepherd)
· Offers mediation between neighbours eg issues over noise / dogs, work based mediation, anger management, distruptive children at schools.  Funded via various means including Partenership and LA.
a. Members are invited to report from any other relevant organisation they are involved with
· Catherine Haigh - Mental Health and Wellbeing Partnership -  reviewing procedures following recent Panorarma programme  
· WRAP (Wellness Recovery Action Plan)  training to be delivered in near future   
· Frances Foggin - Senior Citizens AGM had taken place – Frances Foggin not able to get form sign as representative for LINk.                                                    

· As part of the LINk development, the Chair suggested that some work should be done to develop ‘Role Descriptions and Person Specs’ for members who represent the LINk or have specific roles within the LINk.  Agreed – to be referred to Strategy Group.
· Vonne Event 8th July – looking at HealthWatch development.  Main issues already discussed earlier in meeting.
	Host
Strategy Group 


	5. LINk/Host Update 

· Information received by host available, copies can be sent to members if requested (Add initial to any papers required).
For information 

CQuin (Commissioning for Quality and Innovation) Schemes, – Joanne Oakes (Quality Improvement Manager) is coming to the Strategy Group meeting on 3rd August to talk about this subject.

New Management Arrangements NHS Middlesbrough
TEWV Teeswide Host meeting – copy of minutes from March available

Result of Pharmacy application (Marton Road) feedback received, waiting for decision.

Consultations 

Stroke Services in Darlington and Co Durham (information) - noted
Pharmacy application – refer to Strategy Group

· LINk Finance circulated with papers for meeting.  
LINk budget was overspent by £1451, covered by Host.  Budget for current year is £9500
· Outreach and meetings (Verbal report given)


	Strategy Group

	6. AOB
· Request for representative from NHS Middlesbrough to talk about pharmacy application process – next meeting (if available)
· Request Jon Ord to attend future meeting and to supply a copy of the current Overview and Scrutiny Committee workplans.

Carl Cummings currently running his own business (Enterprise).  Reference to his association to LINk was on the headed paper and Carl asked if members had any objection to this.  He felt this would increase awareness of and promote the LINk.
Agreed – that this should be removed from the documentation although he was encouraged to continue to promote the LINk verbally.
Meeting ended at 4pm


	Host

Host


** Next Meeting Tuesday 13th September 2011

 2pm at Broadcasting House **
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