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Core Group
13th September 2011
Broadcasting House
Present:  
Catherine Haigh (Chair), Jenny Shepherd, Jane Booth, Stephen Nuttall
Host Staff: 
Anne Frizell
Apologies: 
Frances Foggin, Elaine Durose, Carl Cummings, Marie Chambers, Eric Chambers 
In attendance: Tracy Johnstone, Head of Pharmacy and Optometry Contracts and Commissioning NEPCSA, Phillipa Walters, Medicines Management Team.
	Discussion 
	Action by / Date

	1. Welcome, Introduction & Apologies 
	

	2. NHS Pharmacy Applications.  Presentation by Tracy Johnstone followed by questions and answers.  Handout available.
Main points: Primary Care Services established, covering all of North East.  Agency hosts and panels all applications.
To be notified of responses, need to respond to 1st round notification.  This could be that the LINk does not have a view.

PNA is not used (as yet) to make assessment, referred to with all other information available  LINk’s comments on neighbourhood/area would be useful.

PNA and JSNA will both be with the local authority in future.

LINk should be aware of review of JSNA/PNA .
Over 90% of all decisions are appealed either by applicant or objectors.

Large growth in 100 hour pharmacies, (exempt from process)


	

	3. Minutes of Last Meeting and Matters Arising 
Minutes agreed 
· Working Groups discussed under agenda items
· No replies had been received from members identifying any gaps in the current work plan.

· Host had contacted Jon Ord (Scrutiny Committee) who is unable to attend the next LINk meeting.  Information received and read to members.

The Host offered to leave prior to the HealthWatch discussion, LINk members felt this was not necessary.
· Healthwatch – letter LINk sent to Council (Mike Robinson) and subsequent reply, read to meeting.  Members felt that their questions had not been answered and it was clear that the Council does not intend this LINk to evolve into Local Healthwatch.  The reply invited a member to attend a ‘task and finish group’ on 19th September.  It appears that this meeting is actually part of the Health and Social Care Partnership meeting.  Members also felt the Council did not understand the work the LINk has and is doing nor the difficulty there is within Middlesbrough to engage volunteers.  They also felt there was a lack of respect and understanding of the value and work this LINk has done.  The use of LINk as a tick box is not acceptable.

Proposed and agreed: The Chair to send a letter to Middlesbrough Council (copied to same people as first letter plus Joan Sadler and Mary Simpson at Dept. of Health).  Members felt they have tried extremely hard to work with Middlesbrough Council to be a recognised and valued partner in the development of Local HealthWatch within Middlesbrough.  However, they feel that as they have been marginalised in these discussions they will be better employed focusing on the current workplan and to engage with the different communities within Middlesbrough to improve health and social care for all residents until the end of the current contract.   Action – Chair to write letter and Host to contact Core Group members not present in advance of letter going out.
· Breast feeding report from Redcar LINk available.
· JSNA – Jane Booth is leading the voluntary engagement in this development.

	Chair

Host

	4. Work Plan / Reports from Working Groups 

Papers already circulated with Core Group papers.

Members invited to add any comments or additional information

a) Blue Badge Scheme  Next meeting TBC
b) Carers – 28th September 10.30am
c) Communication and Engagement Group Next meeting TBC
d) Mental Health -  Crisis Group 27th September 2pm
e) Personal Budgets – Reports that many are with mental health issues are being refused personal budgets. Event may be held at end of November to include theatre group looking at personal budgets.  Concern that people are doing self assessments – this is not recommended and should be completed with a trained social worker.  Next meeting 13th October 2pm
f) Sensory Impairment (with Redcar and Stockton LINK) Meeting 12th September Open discussed.  Event planned for 26th September 10-12 noon at Trinity Centre.  There has been a breakdown in co-ordination due in part to Danielle Pope’s absence for the past few weeks.  Stockton have informed the Host that some commissioners eg PCT have not been invited to the event.  Suggestion that event is postponed.  Agreed.  Sensory Group to arrange another date for the event should commissioners not be available and co-ordinate between all three LINks for another date.
g) Strategy Group

CQUIN – Joint meeting with neighbouring LINks 16th September at 10am
Papers and information noted.

	Group re rearrange event

Host to contact thise attending

	5. Reports from members 
a) Representing LINk on outside bodies / meetings attended
i. Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults Board (Carl Cummings)
Carl not at meeting – no report
ii. South Tees Trust Governors Meetings (Jenny Shepherd)
Written report from South Tees Trust Board meeting previously circulated 

iii. LINK/ South Tees Trust meeting (Catherine Haigh/Host)
· Notes from LINk Chairs meeting 20th April available
· Host meeting (17th August), notes not yet available
· Enter and View yet to be arranged focusing on Nutrition.  
Agreed to liaise with North Yorkshire and Redcar LINks.
· Host reported that Hartlepool Link have arranged to visit James Cook as part of their ‘End of Life’ work.  Middlesbrough LINK were not contacted in advance.  Host has emailed contact at James Cook to keep them informed.
iv. Community Services Reference Group

(Jenny Shepherd/Frances Foggin/Host)
· Next meeting 20th September
v. Regional and Sub-regional Chairs Meeting (Catherine Haigh)
· Notes from meeting available in office 
b) Members representing other organisations on the LINk
i.   Middlesbrough Physical Disabilities Forum 
· Eric not present at this meeting
ii. Middlesbrough Voluntary Development Agency (Jane Booth)
· Jane involved with JSNA from voluntary sector
iii. Unite Mediation (Jenny Shepherd)
· Nothing to update 

a. Members are invited to report from any other relevant organisation they are involved with
	All / Host


	6. LINk/Host Update 

· Information list of papers received by Host available at meeting, copies can be sent to members if requested (Add initial to any papers required).
· Evaluation of the Local Area Co-ordination in Middlesbrough – final report available
For information 

CQuin (Commissioning for Quality and Innovation) – Joint meeting with Redcar, Stockton and Hartlepool LINk 16th September at 10am
New Management Arrangements NHS Middlesbrough
TEWV Teeswide Host meeting – copy of minutes from ??? available

Consultations 
Action: Email consultations to Core Group.  

· LINk Finance circulated with papers for meeting.  
· Outreach and meetings (Minutes circulated where appropriate and list available from Host of other meetings, events etc)


	Host

	7. AOB None
Meeting ended at 4.15pm


	


** Next Meeting Tuesday 20th October 2011
2pm at Broadcasting House **
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