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Core Group
Date 9th June 2011
Broadcasting House
Present:  
Catherine Haigh (Chair), Frances Foggin, Jenny Shepherd, Stephen Nuttall, Carl Cummings, Elaine Durose, Jane Booth

Host Staff: 
Anne Frizell, Danielle Pope, Deborah Gaffney
Apologies: 
Rukhsana Rauf
	Topics Discussed
	Discussion 
	Action by / Date

	1. Welcome Introduction & Apologies
	Welcome all and introductions to members. 

Rukhsana’s post was made redundant at the end of May. Members wished to thank her for her valued contribution and hoped that she would rejoin the Core Group as an individual members.
	

	2.  Elections


	Chair - Catherine Haigh 

Vice Chair - Carl Cummings 
Treasurer - Elaine Durose 

All were elected unopposed.

The Host team have offered support and guidance to Elaine, both as a new member of the Core Group and as LINk Treasurer.

Two vacancies for core members are still available

Agreed: All members to try and find volunteers for these vacancies


	

	3. Link Representation    on outside bodies

 
	Members agreed the following LINk representation:

a) Community Services Reference Group

Frances Foggin and Jenny Shepherd 

b) Health & Social Care Partnership:

Catherine Haigh (Elaine Durose deputy)

c)  South Tees Trust

Jenny Shepherd.

d) North East Ambulance Trust

Carl Cummings 

e) Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults 

Carl Cummings and Stephen Nuttal
	

	4. Minutes of Last Meeting

Matters Arising 


	Agreed

Childrens Heart services – Host team had looked at completing this as had been agreed at a Strategy meeting, however the form required more information than had been discussed.

Agreed:  Catherine to complete questionnaire on behalf of group (if possible in conjunction with someone with personal experience in the area)

Agreed: Chair to send letter thanking Christine Brown for her valued contribution to the LINk.

Copies of the 360 reply received from Middlesbrough Council available/distributed


	

	5. Annual Report


	Group discussion to add to ‘Why people should get involved with Middlesbrough LINk’

Chair to add introduction

Agreed:  Final draft to go to Strategy Group for approval prior to going to Department of Health (by 30th June)
	Strategy Group 30th June 2011 

	6. LINk meetings 
2011-12


	The following dates were agreed for Core Group meeting for the coming year:

· 2pm Wednesday 20th July  2011
· 2pm Tuesday 13th September 2011 

· 2pm Thursday 20th October 2011
· 12.30pm Tuesday 13th December 2011 (Christmas buffet followed by Core Group meeting at 1.30pm)

· 2pm Wednesday 18th January 2012 

Themed Open Events to be held during

· September 2011 (Sensory Impairment)

· November 2011 (Mental Health)

· February 2011 (TBC)

· March 2012 (AGM)

Actual dates to be confirmed

Agreed that the times of meetings may change to accommodate any new members unable to attend during the day.
	

	7. Work Plan / Reports from Working Groups 

 
	a) Development day / Healthwatch
· Members felt this has been very worthwhile and their knowledge and understanding of Healthwatch had increased

· Members felt they were well prepared for the transition from LINk to Healthwatch (as far as was known to date)

· They were disappointed by apparent lack from Middlesbrough Council in recognising and supporting the LINk to be the natural organisation to evolve into Healthwatch.

· Catherine gave a verbal report on a Support Meeting between Chris Walker, herself and Anne Frizell discussing HW development 

· Invitations have been received for Catherine and Host to meet with Edward Kunonga (Acting Director of Public Health) on 30th June 2011

· Middlesbrough Partnership are reported to be planning an event in the near future, part of which would look at Healthwatch.  Members suggested that as they had considerable knowledge and understanding in the area, that they would like to lead on this.  Action: Host to contact Council with suggestion

· There are still many questions around the LINk funding (part of which was withheld by the Council) to support their development to Healthwatch.  These had been raised during the Support Meeting and it was hoped answers would be forthcoming at the meeting on 30th June.

b) Sensory Impairment 

· Report now available

· Next meeting 10am 4th July (Trinity Centre)

· Event to be arranged for September 2011 

c) Mental Health
· Report ‘Access  to GP Services’ available. 

· Next meeting 2pm 29th June (LINk office)

d) Carers / Personal Budgets
· Expected that these will become two groups in the near future

· Next meeting 10am  22nd June (LINk office)

e) Communication and Engagement
· Following an enquiry from the Evening Gazette a press release was agreed 

· Host to draft pre-prepared generic press statements for approval by members

· List of members who should be contacted if urgent press response is needed:

Catherine Haigh

Jenny Shepherd

Frances Foggin

Elaine Durose

Carl Cummings

Jane Booth

· Next meeting 10.30am  20th June (LINk office)

f) Strategy Group
· Next  meeting 10am Monday 13th June 

g) Blue Badge Group
· Next meeting 2pm 11th July 2011

· Host to check if Eric Chambers is available 


	Host

Host  and Communication Group



	8. Reports from members 


	Representing LINk on outside bodies / meetings attended

Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults Board 

Carl gave a brief report on work to date.  Action: Mick Walker (Manager) to be invited to a future meeting 

South Tees Trust Governors

Reports previously circulated including a press release regarding cuts in budgets.  (This had been the subject of an earlier discussion re press release).  Members voiced their concern over this and will be monitioring how this impacts on services over the coming year.  

Agreed: brief press release to be sent to Evening Gazette.  Action: Host to forward to Gazette with copy to Trust contact.

LINK/ South Tees Trust meeting 

· Catherine had attended a meeting 20th April (Danielle Pope representing Host).  Jenny Shepherd was concerned she had been asked to speak to Governors about Trust/LINk work she knew nothing about.  The Chair was not aware of this issue which had not been discussed at the joint meeting.  

· The LINk response to the Trust Quality Account had been sent.  This was a joint response from Middlesbrough, Redcar and North Yorkshire LINk’s. 

Community Services Reference Group

Report and minutes of meeting available.

Regional and Sub-regional Chairs Meeting 

Meetings going well, last had a brief discussion about drafting letter to Department of Health outlining concerns re Healthwatch and how it is to be independent. Agreed to have a look at the draft letter previously written. 

a. Members representing other organisations on the LINk

i.   Middlesbrough Physical Disabilities Forum 
No update due to Eric’s absence

ii. Middlesbrough Voluntary Development Agency Members of staff reduced with reduced funding. Discussions around the organisations being involved in public health in Middlesbrough including Healthwatch continuing. 
Health and Social Care Forum next meeting 30th June 2011 @  St Marys Centre 2nd floor

iii. Unite Mediation 
Nothing to report
b. Members are invited to report from any other relevant organisation they are involved with                                                               
· Frances would like to represent Senior Citizens Forum-group agreed. 
· Possible opportunities for partnership working. Hearts and Minds new audio leaflets & CD  Launch date is Tuesday 14th June 2011  at the Cental Library Middlesbrough
· Catherine  attended WRAP training and will keep the group informed of the progress.

	Mick Walker to be invited. Date to be agreed

Host

Chair / Host

	9. LINk/Host Update 


	· LINk Finance circulated.
· Information received by host circulated, copies can be sent to members if requested.

· Outreach and meetings (Verbal report)


	All


** Next Meeting Wednesday July 20th 2pm at Broadcasting House **
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